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PERFORMANCE NOTES

In editing this setting of Justorum animae, Lhave offered some suggestions as to dynamics.
However, conductors should feel free to employ other dynamic schemes. In performing
music of this period, I stress the importance of singing the shapes of individual phrases,
most often making a crescendo as the pitch ascends and a diminuendo as the pitch
descends. In this way the interweaving and overlapping of the various voice parts can be
heard more distinctly in the polyphonic texture. Theethereal quality of this motet suggests
a very legato style of singing. Irecommend a slow tempo, being careful not to rush pas-
sages with eighth notes. In addition, the sixteenth note ornaments should be performed
delicately.

Although this text is traditional to services on All Saints Day, itis most appropriate for any
Saints Day as well as for funerals and memorial services.

Carl Crosier
editor



A Motet for All Saints Day

JUSTORUM ANIMAE

a motet for mixed voices

Text: Wisdom of Solomon 3: 1-3 ORLANDUS LASSUS
Offertory Proper, All Saints Day (c.1530-1594)
edited by Carl Crosier
Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt, The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
et non tanget illos tormentum mortis. and there the torment of death will not touch them.
Visi sunt oculis insipientium mori, In the sight of the unwise they seemed to have died,
illi autem sunt in pace. but they are at peace.
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